Bird Photography at

Fish Haul Creek

and Mitchelville Beach

by Robert Rommel




Contents
The Site Guide 8

Overview of Fish Haul Creek Park 10
What Makes Fish Haul Creek Special? 12

Hazards & Difficulties 14

Shells 14

Sand 15

Mud 18

Water 20

Sun 21

Temperature and Wind 21
Stingrays, Crabs and Jellyfish 22
Insects and Burrs 23

People, Dogs, Bicycles 25

The Areas of Fish Haul Creek 27

Area Map 28

Directions 30

The Saltmarsh 33

The Creek 35

The Oyster Beds 37

The Mud Flats 39

The Open Beach Across the Creek 42
The Wetlands by Mitchelville 45
The’Mouth’ at Mitchelville 47



Fish Haul Creek Throughout the Seasons 49

Spring 49

Summer 52

Fall 52

Winter 55

The Fish Haul Creek Calendar 57

When to Go to Fish Haul Creek 58

Time of Day 58

Tides 60

The Winds 67

Putting it All Together - The Recipe for Success 71

Lighting 73
Direction 73
Quality76

Weather 78

How to Get the Best Photos at Fish Haul Creek:
General Approaches to Take 79

Directions 79

Getting Close to the Birds83
Backgrounds 93

Getting low 95

Behaviors 98
Feeding 98



Ambushing 99
Hunting 100
Diving 102
Probing 103
Bathing 104
Preening 106
Flying 107
Courtship/Mating 109
Aggression 111
Thievery 111
Resting 113

EquipmentliUse 114

Equipment | Use114
CameraBody 115
Lenses 116

Support 117
Clothing/Protection 118
Miscellaneous 119

Individual Species Guide 120

Brown Pelican 122
Double-crested Cormorant 124
Great Egret 126

Great Blue Heron 130

Snowy Egret 133

Tricolored Heron 138

Little Blue Heron 142

Green Heron 145
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 147



White lbis 151

Bald Eagle 154

Osprey 159

Clapper Rail 162
Laughing Gull 165
Ring-billed Gull 169

Herring Guli 172
Bonaparte’s Gull176
LeastTern 178

Forster'sTern 181
Sandwich Tern 184

Royal Tern 187

Caspian Tern 191

Black Skimmer 193
Semipalmated Plover 200
Black-bellied Plover 202
Piping Plover 205
Sanderling 208

Ruddy Turnstone 213
Marbled Godwit216
Short-billed Dowitcher 219
Red Knot 221

Least Sandpiper 224
Semipalmated Sandpiper227
Western Sandpiper 231
Dunlin 233

Eastern Willet 236

Western Willet 240
American Oystercatcher 243
Belted Kingfisher 246
American and Fish Crows 248



Palm Warbler 250
Boat-tailed Grackle 252
Red-winged Blackbird 255
Songbirds 257

Rarities 258

Other Photographic Opportunities 260



	The Site Guide
	Overview of Fish Haul Creek Park
	What Makes
	Fish Haul Creek Special?
	Hazards & Difficulties
	Shells
	Sand
	Mud
	Water
	Sun
	Temperature and Wind
	Stingrays, Crabs and Jellyfish
	Insects and Burrs
	People, Dogs, Bicycles

	The Areas of Fish Haul Creek
	Area Map
	Directions
	The Saltmarsh
	The Creek
	The Oyster Beds
	The Mud Flats
	The Open Beach Across the Creek
	The Wetlands by Mitchelville
	The ‘Mouth’ at Mitchelville

	Fish Haul Creek
	Throughout the Seasons
	Spring
	Summer
	Fall
	Winter
	The Fish Haul Creek Calendar

	When to Go to Fish Haul Creek
	Time of Day
	Tides
	The Winds
	Putting it All Together – The Recipe for Success

	Lighting
	Direction
	Quality

	Weather
	How to Get the Best Photos at 
	Fish Haul Creek:
	General Approaches to Take
	Directions
	Getting Close to the Birds
	Backgrounds
	Getting low

	Behaviors
	Feeding
	Ambushing
	Hunting
	Diving
	Probing
	Bathing
	Preening
	Flying
	Courtship/Mating
	Aggression
	Thievery
	Resting

	Equipment I Use
	Equipment I Use
	Camera Body
	Lenses
	Support
	Clothing/Protection
	Miscellaneous

	Individual Species Guide
	Brown Pelican
	Double-crested Cormorant
	Great Egret
	Great Blue Heron
	Snowy Egret
	Tricolored Heron
	Little Blue Heron
	Green Heron
	Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
	White Ibis
	Bald Eagle
	Osprey
	Clapper Rail
	Laughing Gull
	Ring-billed Gull
	Herring Gull
	Bonaparte’s Gull
	Least Tern
	Forster’s Tern
	Sandwich Tern
	Royal Tern
	Caspian Tern
	Black Skimmer
	Semipalmated Plover
	Black-bellied Plover
	Piping Plover
	Sanderling
	Ruddy Turnstone
	Marbled Godwit
	Short-billed Dowitcher
	Red Knot
	Least Sandpiper
	Semipalmated Sandpiper
	Western Sandpiper
	Dunlin
	Eastern Willet
	Western Willet
	American Oystercatcher
	Belted Kingfisher
	American and Fish Crows
	Palm Warbler
	Boat-tailed Grackle
	Red-winged Blackbird
	Songbirds
	Rarities

	Other Photographic Opportunities

